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Bible Study 
Pastor Randy will be leading a Bible Study based on Adam Hamil-
ton’s book Unafraid, Living with Courage and Hope in Uncer-
tain Times .  This study will take place on Sunday evenings Octo-
ber 18, 25 and November 1, 8, 15 from 6:00-7:30 pm.  The is a 
limit of 24 persons in the class.  Please call the church office (618-
443-3714) or email  (spartafumc@yahoo.com) to register. You will 
be given copies of materials that will be focused on each week. 

 

 

 

Youth Group News  

Join the Youth Group! 

The Youth Group is open to all students in 7th – 12th grade.  We are kick-
ing off the fall with a bonfire at the Coop’s House on Saturday, Octo-
ber 4 at 6 pm.  Bring a lawn chair. We will provide the food! 

We are planning to have at least 2 Saturday “Work Days” this fall to help 
seniors in our congregation with yard clean-up 
(rake leaves, etc.) INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 
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“Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”        Joshua 1:9 
 
     In reading this Scripture in the Inspirational Bible, Max Lucado states:  The story of Joshua begins after the 
death of Moses.  God appointed Joshua to lead the Israelites across the River Jordon into the land of Canaan.  
God establishes leaders to fulfill his plan.  God brings success when we follow his appointed leader.   Leaders 
don’t lead forever, even godly leaders like Moses.   
 
     There comes a time in every ministry when God calls for q new beginning with a new generation and new 
leadership.  Except for Joshua and Caleb, the old generation of Jews had perished during the nation’s wander-
ings in the wilderness; and Joshua was commissioned to lead the new generation into a challenge; Entering and 
conquering the promised Land.  God buries his workmen, but His work goes on.  It was God who had chosen 
Joshua, and everybody in Israel knew that he was their new leader. 
 
     Over the years I have seen churches and parachurch ministries flounder and almost destroy themselves in 
futile attempts to embalm the past and escape the future.  There theme song was, “As it was in the beginning, 
so shall it ever be, world without end.’” I have often prayed for Godly leaders who were being criticized, per-
secuted, and attacked simply because like Joshua they had a divine commission to lead a ministry into new 
fields of conquest; but the people will not follow. 
 
     A wise leader simply does not abandon the past but builds on it as he or she moves toward the future.  Mo-
ses is mentioned fifty-seven times in the Book of Joshua, evidence that Joshua respected Moses and what he 
had done for Israel.  Joshua worshipped the same God that Moses had worshipped, and he obeyed the same 
Word that Moses had given to the nation.  There was continuity from one leader to the next, but there wasn’t 
always conformity; for each leader is different and must maintain his or her individuality.  Twice Moses is 
called God’s servant, but Joshua was also the servant of god.  The important thing is not the servant but the 
Master. 
 
     Can you think of church leaders who have recently taken on new responsibilities.  Pray for them; ask God 

for the Lord’s strength and wisdom in their ministry.  Then follow up your prayers with words and deeds of 

encouragement and help. 

 

Blessings— 

Pastor Randy McGeehon 

Cell: 217-520-5267 
Email: rmcgeehon@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 

9:00 am and 10:30 am 

Social Distancing and Mask Required 
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Ad Council Minutes,  

September 14, 2020, 7 p.m. 

Persons Attending:  Randy McGeehon, Jan Seals, Bill 
Mueller, Tanya Cowan, Denise Stone, Gary Cox, Kathy 
Ruhmann, Brooke Gerlach, Mary Hauskins, Patti Cecil, 
Carl Holland, Dot Heuman    
 

The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor 
Randy. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
The minutes of the August meeting were available for 
review.  Bill Mueller moved to accept the minutes as pre-
sented.  Brooke Gerlach seconded.  The minutes were 
approved. 
 

Church School Superintendent: Brooke Gerlach 
Although plans had been made to do a Zoom children’s 
Sunday School, these plans had to be scrapped when 
Covid-19 procedures were again changed.  At this time, 
pencils and journal books have been mailed to Sunday 
School children.  Brooke is hoping to begin Zoom meet-
ings the first Sunday in October (Oct 4), probably at 
10:30am.  Letters will go out to families with children to 
explain these plans.  Hopefully by November, Sunday 
School in-person can begin again.   
 

Trustees:  Bill Mueller 
There have been several small items that the trustees have 
taken care of, including wheels on the piano.  The biggest 
item is that a new cleaning service has been hired.   
 

Treasurer: Patti Cecil 
The treasurer’s report shows that we have an account bal-
ance of $23,390.55.  The outstanding balance on the 
building loan is $123,847.72.  We continue to pay more 
on the loan each month than the regular payment.  After 
three recent funerals, the Memorial Fund now has 
$8799.22. 
 

Financial Secretary: Linda Bird 
Although giving is down from last year, we continue to 
pay all bills on time. 
 

Meal Ministry, NOW Comm: Mary Hauskins 
Meals have been provided for Rose and Allen Walters 
and they have been very much appreciated.   Two others 
will be having knee surgery soon.  Meals will be provid-
ed where needed.   
The NOW Committee has been busy making masks to 
give away to our community and other communities as 
well.  With the help of 8-10 ladies, over 600 masks have 
been made.  Thanks also to others who have donated ma-
terial, thread, and elastic.  School and assisted living fa-
cilities have been some who have benefitted and are espe-
cially appreciative.    
In the near future letters will be sent out to some on the 
membership rolls that have not attended or supported fi-

nancially for some time, just to ask if they have trans-
ferred their membership somewhere else, if they’d pre-
fer to take their name off our rolls, or if they’d like to 
remain on the rolls.  This update of our files is necessary 
to stay current. 
The Secret Pal program will not officially proceed this 
year.  Instead, birthday cards will be sent out to each 
child with $1.00 in each to remind children they’re still 
being thought about by their church. 
 

UMW: Denise Stone 
There will be a district Zoom meeting on Saturday. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon 

• Ed Weston that was previously going to talk at our 
Consecration Sunday will now speak on Stewardship 
Sunday, October 18. 
• The Charge Conference will be at the church on Octo-
ber 25 at 11am. 
• The Ministerial Alliance is planning a Community 
Prayer Day on October 28. It will probably involve ser-
vices at each church.  There will be more information 
coming. 
• For some time there have been problems with the 
cleaning service.  Pastor Randy tracked down the issues 
and with the trustee’s approval, cancelled the present 
contract.  The trustees have agreed to hire Com-Well, a 
cleaning service of the Human Service Center for devel-
opmentally challenged.  They will provide two workers 
with a supervisor twice a week, on Monday and Thurs-
day.  The agreement allows for a three-month trial.  
They will begin October 2nd. 
• Although Covid-19 has kept us changing our worship 
services, we’re hoping to begin October with a plan 
which will get our congregation back in the habit of 
coming to church.  Pastor Randy will be checking with 
Angie Oathout, from the County Health Department to 
check this new plan for compliance to current rules.  
Hopefully we’ll try “Circuit Rider Sundays” where we 
can have a 9am service with people in the sanctuary, in 
the parlor, and in the fellowship hall, each not to exceed 
25 people.  Then Pastor Randy, music people, and scrip-
ture/ announcements people will move from room to 
room to deliver the service in 10 minutes “parts”.  We’ll 
have two more Sundays in September online.  Then be 
ready to come back to church! 
• Be thinking about Trunk or Treat – we’re not sure 
what we’ll be allowed to do. 
 

Other Reports: 
Jan reminded everyone to pray for those on the west 
coast with the fires and the Gulf coast with the hurri-
cane. 
 

Pastor Randy ended the meeting with a prayer. 
Carl Holland moved to adjourn.  Dot Heuman seconded.  
The meeting was adjourned. 
 

Next Meeting:    October  12 at 7:00 pm 

 



10/02  Clint Upschulte 
10/03 Meryl McBride 
 Lily Norton 
10/04 Martina Ashley 
 Pauline Baird 
10/05 Kathy Robinson 
 Alyssa Wetzel 
10/07 Hannah Stine 
10/08 Brendan Baue 
 Mike Cater 
 Linda Mueller 
 Conner Stewart 
 Jack Treece 
10/09 Laney Dierks 
 Brad Haury 
 Seth Hauskins 
 Angie Oathout 
10/10 Talitha Park 
10/11 Sara Steele 
10/12   Linda Steen 
 Rachel Peck 
10/13  Lucy Higgins 
 Kimberly Rednour 
 Patty Valleroy 
10/14 Ellis Henley 
10/15 Olivia Haskenhoff 
10/17   Austin Deepe 
 Justin Krantz 
10/18 Carol Haury 
 Collin Haury 
10/19 Alissa Haley 
10/21 Aaron Edler 
 Greg Hill 
10/22 Lily Goldsberry 
10/23 Catlin Bigham 
 Emily Loesing 
10/24  Eric Huddleston 
 James E. Neilson                                                                                   
 Samantha Gates 
10/26 Ken Hall 
 Hailee  Smith 
 Janae Yates 
10/27 Brooke Gerlach 
 Beckley  Goetz 
 Zoe Peck 
 Austin Stork 
 Laura Woodowrth 
10/28   Scott Beckley 
10/29   William Finch 
10/29 Rachel Rheinecker 
10/30 Evelyn Wright 
10/31 Caleb Gailey 
 Peyton Slavens 

Each week on Monday a group from our church meets 
in the Parlor at 9:00 a.m. to send cards of welcome, 
strength, and support as well as to pray for our congre-
gation and for the needs of the church, you are more 
than welcome to join them.  Please join them in pray-

er.  If you would like to be apart of the prayer chain please call Elaine Hargis at 
443-3205 or email her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remember to update us 

with any email changes. 

Joys: Lower Covid Levels,  Back in Church Worship, Everyone that volunteered 
to make the mask, Volunteers who helped with Facebooks streaming of Sunday 
Worship 
 

Concerns:  Bob Koenegstein, Cindy Sickmeyer, Sharon Beckley, Jim Hargis, 
The Family of Roger Diercks, Larry Ashley, Roberta Guebert, Mary Hauskins 
 

Words of Gratitude:  
Thank you for the amazing gift of masks. Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciat-
ed. Sparta Lincoln School, Ms. Laramore 
 

I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers, cards since my knee sur-

gery.  It is very much appreciated. - Cindy Sickmeyer 
 

Dear Church Family,   Thank you so much for the prayers, cards and food during my 
recuperation from knee replacement surgery. One doesn’t understand what a won-
derful meal mission this is until you are on the receiving end if it. The food was all 
so delicious and much, much appreciated!! It’s wonderful to be a part of such a car-
ing church family. ~ Frank and Sharon Beckley 
 

I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers and cards during my fa-

thers passing. I would also like to give Pastor Randy and extra thank you for being 

with me and my whole family during the evening of September 17.  

~ Rhonda Diercks Smith 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

10/04  Charles & Linda Bird 
            Nathan & Krystal Heck 
            Billy & Rachel Rheinecker 
10/06  Matt & Amy Young 
10/10  Clay & Tara Carmichael 
10/12  Doug & Laura French 
           Brad & Shea Haury 
           Ricky & Sherry Zander 

10/18  David & Melissa Castens 
10/20  Ken & Polly Hall 
10/21  Douglas & Wendy Baue 
           Kris & April Robinson 
           Greg & Patty Valleroy 
10/22  Jim & Elaine Hargis 
           Sam & Jennifer Penford 
10/28  Jeff & Nindy Morrison 

PRAYERS OF  

THE PEOPLE 

INSERT THE LAMPLIGHTER 

Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total  

For the  

Week 

09.06.20 $3,554.83 $455.00 $1,039.22 $5,049.05 

09.14.20 $3,025.28 $691.52 $4,136.02 $3,025.28 

09.21.20 $3,527.10 $650.00 $39.22 $4,216.32 

09.27.20 $4,479.17 $345.89 $119.22 $4,944.28 

Total for Year to Date: $ 150,475.51 
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4 
Worship  
9:00 am & 10:30 am 
6pm Youth Group 
Bon-fire 

5 
 

6 
 6 pm SPPRC 
Meeting 

7 
6 pm NOW Comm  
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 
Worship  
9:00 am & 10:30 am 

12 
7 pm Ad Council 
     

13 
7pm UMW 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 Stewardship  
           Sunday 
Worship  
9:00 am & 10:30 am 
Ed Watson - Guest 
Speaker 
6pm Bible Study 

19 
 

20 21 
 

22 
Lamplighter 
Deadline 

23 
 

24 
 
 

25 
Worship  
9:00 am & 10:30 am 
Charge Conference 
11:00 am 
6pm Bible Study 

26 
 

27 28 
Community  
Prayers 

29 
9 am Mail out 
Lamplighter 

30 31 
Halloween 

       

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

SAVE THE DATES: 

 “FOR  I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU DE-

CLARES THE LORD , PLANS TO GIVE YOU  

A FUTURE AND A HOPE”  

JEREMIAH 29:11  

 

 

Sunday November 1, 2020 
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Dated Material - Mailed Out on October 1,2020 

Reflecting  

The 

 Light of God! 

On Facebook:  

Sparta First United Methodist Church 
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PERMIT #37 

At our most recent meeting, the Sparta Council of Christian 
Churches met and voted to sponsor a Community Day of 
Prayer on October 28, 2020.  This action was prompted by 
the fact that while we are social distancing, for the pandem-
ic, we are also keeping everyone at arms-length emotional-
ly.  Our community is fragmented in its social life as we are 
separated for reasons of health.  Therefore, we  at the First 
United Methodist Church are calling on all our members, to 
join us in sponsoring this Community Day of Prayer.   
 
Because of the Pandemic, a prayer meeting on a single site 

is not possible.  So we are asking everyone to pray at their own time and in their own space, knowing that 
in your prayers, you join with the members of all the churches and non-profit organizations in town draw-
ing us together in concern and in love for each other and for our community.   
 
The final announcement for the Day of Prayer will contain a consolidated list of all the prayer suggestions 
by each church/organization.  Watch for more announcements on this upcoming event. 


